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Course Description 
This course investigates the history of humanity from earliest times to the sixteenth century. Students 
analyse diverse societies from around the world, with particular regard to the political, cultural, and 
economic structures and historical forces that form the foundation of the modern world. They examine the 
influence of selected individuals and groups, as well as of particular innovations, and develop skills of 
historical inquiry, organization, analysis, and communication. 
 
 
How This Course Supports The Ontario Catholic School Graduate Expectations 
 
Catholics are a people who have an historical consciousness. Taking part in our tradition means being aware that our 
faith community has been in existence for a long time and that our Judeo-Christian roots bring us back even further in 
time. This gives us a unique view on creation, humankind, and the issues that challenge humanity. The community of 
believers has influenced the way civilization has developed and it has been influenced by Western culture. The 
development of agriculture, the establishment of universities, and the fostering of art and architecture are high 
moments in Catholic history, which have nurtured the spirit of humanity. We have not always been true to our calling. 
There are times when we have failed to be ‘a light to the nations’ (Isaiah 51:5) and the spirit of humanity has suffered. 
Attempts to dominate the Aboriginal culture of the Americas, the Inquisition, and involvement in the persecution of 
non-Christian Europeans are low moments in Catholic history. We cannot change history but we can change how we 
live the gospel today; promoting the sacredness of life (CGE7d) and witnessing Catholic social teaching by promoting	  
equality,	  democracy,	  and	  solidarity	  for	  a	  just,	  peaceful,	  and	  compassionate	  society	  (CGE7e). 
 
Course Resources and Materials 
 
Text: Odyssey Through the Ages 
Historical atlas (online) and maps 
 
 
 
Unit Titles 
 
Unit 1 Prehistory and the Origins of Humans  

Unit 2 First Civilizations   

Unit 3 Ancient Greek Civilizations  

Unit 4 Ancient Rome   

Unit 5 The Medieval World   

Unit 6 Renaissance to Reformation  

Independent Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Work Ethics and Learning Skills/Attitudes 
It is expected that students will demonstrate the following learning skills: 

• Works Independently 
• Teamwork 
• Organization 
• Work Habits 
• Initiative 

These learning skills are evaluated using a four point scale (E – Excellent, G – Good, S – Satisfactory, N – Needs 
Improvement). Learning skills will be included on the report card but not reflected in the mark. 
For successful life long learning, learning skills are an integral part of all learning and are aligned with the 
Conference Board of Canada – Employability Skills. 
 
Assessment and Evaluation of Student Learning 
Student achievement of the learning expectations will be evaluated according to the following breakdowns.  The 
percentage balances of achievement chart categories are derived from the approximate proportion of expectations 
that fit within each category. 
 
TERM (tests, quizzes, assignments, oral presentations, group work) 70 % 
 
FINAL EVALUATION 30 % 
 
 TOTAL 100 % 
 
Evaluating Student Learning Using the Achievement Chart 
The achievement chart provides a reference point for all assessment practice and a framework within which to 
assess and evaluate student achievement. 

Percentage 
Grade Range 

Achievement 
Level 

 
Summary Description 

 
80 – 100% 

 
Level 4 

 
A very high to outstanding level of achievement.  Achievement is above the provincial standard. 

 
70 – 79% 

 
Level 3 

 
A high level of achievement.  Achievement is at the provincial standard. 

 
60 – 69% 

 
Level 2 

A moderate level of achievement.  Achievement is below, but approaching, the provincial 
standard. 

 
50 – 59% 

 
Level 1 

 
A passable level of achievement.  Achievement is below the provincial standard. 

 
Below 50% 

 
Insufficient achievement of curriculum expectations.  A credit will not be granted. 

 
Communication 
Parents/guardians are strongly encouraged to constantly monitor student progress throughout the semester.  
Parents/guardians are always welcome to contact the teacher at the school if they are concerned about student 
progress.  Student achievement will be formally communicated to parents at mid-term and at the end of the semester 
with the Provincial Report Card.  It is the student’s responsibility to monitor their achievement and to approach their 
teacher if they require extra help. 
 
 
 


